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2 Co n. III. 3. 


en much as ye are manife ly declared 

io be the epiſtle of Chriſt, miniſtred 
* written not with ink, but with 

the Spirit of the living God; not in 


tables of ſtone, but in Mey, zables. .of | 


the heart. 
9 Th hinder the "acceſs of the Goſpel. Among 
others, this is no inconſiderable one: 
That he incourages Prejudices againſt the Per- 
Tons, whom Chriſt is |» to ſend upon this no- 
ble Deſign of turning Sinners from the Evil of their 
Ways to God. He knows, if he can weaken their 
Reputation by falſe Aſperſions, or render their | 
— Fg, ſuſpected by ſome ſhew of Objections, . 


be little ke arr and he ſhall be the „ 
Tz ſecure of his Prey. 


H E R E are enki ſubtil Devices, whereby 
the Enemy of Mankind endeavours to 


THIS Stratagem has been diligent! pi of 
late, but it is a very old one; which however 
ſhould not be eſteem'd the more venerable or wor- 
thy of Imitation by thoſe who pretend the great 

Reſpect for Antiquity. We may trace it as 
high as Moſes's time, who, when be ſuppoſed bis at wil. 
| Brethren would have 1nderſtood, how that 4 God by 2 5, &. 
bis Hand would deliver them, and therefore endea 
vour'd zo ſet two of them at one again who were ' 
NIP met with t t KP — him that $i 
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An Uſeful Miniſtry 


ae re wrong (as ſuch Perſons are always the 
maoſt impertinent and cavilling) Vo made T HEE 
IJ 4 Ruler and a Fudge vver u? N 
N 88 : p 

| BU T, waving Inſtances of this Nature under the 


Odd Diſpenſition, we may eaſily obſerve the ſame 


1 yu the Authority of e yoo b 

E our Lord. Baptize , ſay they, i 

B 1 not That % 78 Aae, phy Thas Prophet ? 

But more unreaſonable were they, who dealt in 

the ſame manner with our Lord himſelf, ye 
tically asking him that Queſtion, which from his 
Works they might have eaſily reſolved themſelves : 


23 gave Thee this Authority # 


| AND now you have heard the Commithon of 
our Lord was call'd in Queſtion, you may well 
expect it ſhould afterward be with the Diſciples, 
as it had been before with their Maſter. The moſt 
3 famous and eminent of them could not eſcape 
. the hike Treatment. We need not wonder at what 
| has happen'd in our Time; if we do but- obſerve, 

how the Apoſtle Paul, who was inferiour to none 

in Gifts, Zeal, Diligence or Succeſs, was forc'd to 


though they were well acquainted with him, yet 
gave way too much to the Inſinuations of crafty 
and ſelfiſn Men, who had crept in among them, 
3 and call'd his Authority in Queſtipn, endeavour- 
ug upon the runes of his Reputation to. eſtabliſh 
F - their own. It might have expected, that 
4 He, if any Man, ſhould have been ſecur d from 
_ ſuch Uſage, not only by the Miracles which con- 


ſtantly atteſted his Apoſtleſbip, but by his ino 
* ws "ufpoſ ſhip * Kulte 


* 


1 f ginnin ning of the New. The Priefs and the Levites 
| CTU * 


| : Metth. xi. By what Aurhority doaft Thou theſe Things ? and who 


g vandicate his Authority to ſome Chriſtians, who, 


i” «a «. t# Cl. £©A WA, =>. £45 ts > 
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in any of his Labours, and uſed not to depreciate 
or contemn the Endeavours of others; nay, who 
rejoiced in the ſpreading the Gofpel, when thoſe 
who. were Enemies to himſelf were imploy'd in 
doing it: Which is a Temper very foreign to 


ſenſive Behaviour, who ſo little ſought himſelf - 


many in our Days. Some, ſays he, preach Chriſt phil. l. 
even of Envy and Strife, and ſome alſo. of Good. will. 1 5, &. 


The one preach Chriſt of Contention, not ſincerely, 
poſing rigors 9 gh my Bonds : but the 415 
Love, knowing that I am ſet for the Defence of the 
Goſpel, What then © notwithſtanding every way, 
whether in Pretence, or in Truth, Chriſt is Preached; 
and I therein do Rejoyce, yea, and I will Rejoyce. 
How reaſonably might one of this Temper have 
expected others ſhould have torborn all Attempts _ 
of undervaluing him! But they, who have the beſt 
Authority themſelves, are obſervd to be ordina- 
rily — noiſy and clamorous about the Authority 
others. . | 


"THE Corinthians, to whom this Epiſtle was ſent, 
were a Church of the Apoſtle Paul's own Planting 
with whom he had ſpent a 4 — Time: 
and yet now-in his Abſence ſome Arrogant Preten- 

der rais d baſe Pre judices in their Minds a- 
gainſt him. This gave him occaſion to ſpeak much 
in his own Vindication in both His Epiſtles to that 
Church. He imploys a Variety of Arguments to 
Juſtify to them his Authority, and, among others, 
he here makes uſe of one very likely to convince 
them, it being drawn from ſomewhat they felt in 
their own Breaſts ; wz, The Succeſs of bis Miniſtry 
upon them. _ | | F 


A e firſt Verſe of the Chaphiy bis begins wir 


- artfully and handſo.nly to clear himſelf ot an Ob: 
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FRI, which ſeems to have been made againſt 
| him upon the account of his Manner of writ 
in his former Epiſtle to them. Do we, ſays he, 
begin again to commend our ſelves ? q. d. You 
greatly miſtake, if you amagine it a pleaſant 
Thing to me to be ſpeaking of my ſelf. 1 ſhould 
© have wholly abſtained from every Thing of that 
Nature in my former Epiſtle, and in this, had 
I not ſeen it neceſſary to clear my ſelf of ſome 
© Imputations, which might hinder the Uſefulneſs 
of my Miniſtry. He adds: Or need we, as ſome 
others, Epiſtles of Commendation to you, or Letters of 
Commendation from you? q. d. It I were ſeeking 


© my ſelf, or were chiefly ſolicitous to make an In- 


© tereſt for my ſelf among you, I might uſe the 
© little Arts of Infinuation, fo happily practis d 
by the falſe Teachers, who have obtain'd the 
< Applauſe and Admiration they deſir d among you, 
and in order to it have taken Care not to come 
< without Letters to recommend them. But I am 
above thoſe Things, and have no need to com- 
mend my felt, or to be commended to you, or 
by you? And that he might make them ſenſible 
how needleſs amy formal Recommendation was for 
him, he adds: Ie are our Epiſtle written in our 
Hearts, known and read of all Men, q. d. Ye are 
« your {elves my gleareſt Epiſtle, and the Commen- 
dation I more value my {elf upon, than any that 
© Men can give me under their Hands. You your 
* ſelves ſufficiently commend me to the World; 
© who, by obſerving what you are, may form a 
Judgment concerning me. In your Converſation, 
* as in Letters Patente, all Men may read what 


* © Commiſſion and Authority I have? And then in 


the Words of the Text he gives them a Reaſon, 
why he accounted them ſuch -a Commendation of 


nr a mm oe. 


| himſelf For as much as ye are manifeſtly declared 4 
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be the Epiſtle of Cbrift, miniſtred by us, written not "= 
bb — with the Spirit of the Living God; not 
in Tables of Stone, but in fleſbly Tables — the Heart. 
In ſpeaking to which words, I ſhall do theſe Three 


following Things, 

I. I will repreſent to you, what it was in the 
Corinthians, that manifeſtly declared them to be the 
Epiſtle of Chriſt, viz. Their unfeigned Converſion 
to Chriſtianity. | 

II. I will ſhew you, how by their Converſion 
— manifeſtly declared to be the Epiſtle of 


II. I will inquire, how far it is warrantable 

| for us now to eſteem any as the Epiſtle of Chriſt ; 

and to form a Judgment by ſuch a kind of Rule, 
a8 that which the Apoſtle here goes upon. 


I. I will tepreſent to you, what it was in the 
Corinthians, that manifeſtly. declared them to be 
| #be Epiſtle of Cbriſt. Now that was their unfeigned 
 Conoerfion to Chriftianity, Nothing elſe can be un- 
derſtood as referr'd to here. For it was ſome- 
what effected by the Spirit of God, in the ef- 
tecting which he made uſe of the Apoſtles Mini- 
ſtry, as is expreſly aſſerted in the Text; miniſtred, 
ſays he, by us, written not with Ink, but with (that 
1s, by) the Spirit of the Living God. And what 
can we imagine that to be, but their Converſon? 
Beſides, it was ſomewhat obvioys and plain to be 
diſcern'd ; which not only their Fellow-Chriſtians, 
but all others who had any Knowledge of them, 
might eaſily perceive, and could hardly avoid 
Obſery To which ſe he ſpeaks of them 
in the foregoing Verte, as an Epiitle own and 
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read of all Aen. And ſuch their Converſion was. 
The Alteration made in them was too great, not 
to command the Notice and Admiration of all 


about them. had been Gentiles, carried 
away unto dumb Idols, even as they were led. But 


now they were convinced of the Unreaſonable- 
neſs of the Worſhip they formerly paid them; 
and knew that an [ol is nothing in the World (has 
nothing of Godhead in it, and that the Deity it 
repreſents is fictitious) and that there it none other 
God but one; and ſo to them there was now but one 
God the Father, of whom were all Things, ' and 
they in bim; and one Lord Feſus Chrift, by . wboin: 
were all Things, and they by him, They were 
i. now, with the Theſſalonians, turned to from 

Idols, to ſerve the living and true God, and to wait 
for his Son from Heaven, +28) 


AND as they had embracd a new Olja, 


f 
likewiſe a new Manner of Worſhip ; offering all 


their Worſhip thro' Jeſus the Mediator, in a 
Sübjection to whoſe Ordinances they voluntarily 
put themſelves. They became the Subjects and 
Servants of a new Lord, and acted by the Dire- 
Ction of a new Law, intirely 
former Manner and Courſe of Life. The change 
of their Notions would have been a ſmall Matter, 
had not their new Notions influenced them to a 
more regular and orderly Converſation. Had 
they retain'd their old Vices in the Profeſſion 
they made of a new Religion, they would haye 
brought a Diſgrace upon that, have _— 
little Reputation to themſelves. But the chan: 

was truly Glorious, and evidenced the Nobleneſs 
of that Religion they turn d to, when they aban- 
_ don'd all their former Impieties, and ente 

upon a ſtrict Courſe of Piety and Virtue. * 
* ( ; e, 
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Caſe, the Greatneſs of Mens former Enormities, 
inſtead of leſſening, adds to the Reputation of 


that Religion, by which they are reclaim'd from 
them. For whe can forbear admiring and prai- 


fing that Religion, which of a ſudden turns the 


worſt of Men into the beſt > Now this was the 
Caſe of theſe Corintbians. Their City had been 


for a long time remarkable for Debauchery. 
Their Situation between two Seas gave them a 


vaſt Advantage above any City in Greece for 


Trade, that had render'd them exceeding Wealthy; 
®:2nd their Wealth had fed their Luxury, Intempe- 
rance and Laſciviouſneſs >» So that there were few, 
if any Cities, which did equal Corinth in the diſſo- 
Jute and ſenſual Lives of its Inhabſtants, who 
were indeed infamous enough to become a Pro- 
verb among the Greeks. And we are not to think 
thoſe Corinthians, who became Converts to Chri- 
ſtianity, had eſcap'd the Contagion of the Place, 
any more than their Fellow-Citizens, who ſtill 
perſiſted in their old Religion. We certain 
of the contrary, by the Account given of them 


in the other Epiſtle. Num ye not that the Un, d vi. 


* W * 


righteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God ? Be q, 10, 11. 


not decerved, neither Fornicatots, nor Idolaters, nor 


Adulterers, nor Effeminate, nor Abuſers of them- 


ſelver with Mankind, nor Thieves, nor Covetous, nor 


Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall in- 
berit the Kingdom of Gol. And ſuch were: SO ME 
OF TOC: but ye are waſhed, &c, And when he 
ſays, ſuch were ſome of you, he ſeems to mean that 


ſome of them had been bad enough to be charge- 
able, if not with all, yet with -ſeveral ot the 


worſt and vileſt of thoſe Vices, or however, it 
is certain, he did not ſpeak only of ſome with a 
Deſign of excepting the reſt, as free from all theſe 


Abominations. This * by his mentioning 
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Tdolaters, which was unqueſtionably the Character 
of every one of them before their Cunperſan. 
Now for ſuch Vile and Profligate Wretches to 
become Sober, Temperate, Chaſt, Juſt, .Deyout, 
and, in a word, Exemplary in all thoſe Duties 
and Virtues, which were moſt oppoſite to their 
former Vices, was an Uluſtrions change in- 
deed, and moſt worthy to be mention'd, as it 
is in the Text, as a noble Commendation of 
their preſent Diſpoſition and Behaviour, and of 
the Means whereby it was brought about. The 

i. 8. Fame of ſuch Faith as theirs toward God, could @ 
not but | ſpread abroad in every Place. Such 
_ Obedenc muſt come abroad unto all 


THEIR Church, it muſt be nd, notwith- 
ſtanding all the Time and Pains the Apoſtle had 
ſpent among them, had ſtill ſome Spott ald Ble- 
miſhes in it, the Marks of its imperfect Mili- 
tant State. For however he commends them, he 
reproves them too, and it appears by his Re- 

pPfooſs, there were ſome very diſorderly Perſons 
among them. But, in the main, they were an 
excellent Church, and thought worthy of much 
Commendation for their Contormity to the Rules 
of the Goſpel. See how he commends them in 
the general, even when he was about to blame 

xj 2. them for a particular Diſorder. Now. I praiſe you, 

. . Brethren, ſays he, that you remember me in all 
Things, and keep the Ordinances as I deliver d 
rhem to you There were ſome Hypocrites with- 
out doubt in That, as there always will be in 
every Church: But the Church was to receive her 
Denomination from the major Part, which was 
ſound and good; and, at the writing of the for- 
mer Epiſtle, when the Diſorders were at _ . 
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deſerved to be ſpoken of in ſuch high Expreſſions. 
T thank my God always on your behalf, for the Grace t Or. 1. 4. 
of God which — you by Feſus Chriſt ; that in 5» 6, 7 
every Thing ye are enriched by him, in all Utte- 
rance, and in all Knowledge : even as the Teftimoiny 
F Chriſt was received among you. So that ye come 
ebind in no Gift, waiting for the coming of our 
Lord Fefus Chriſt. In which words; he thanks God 
not only for the Miraculous Gifts which that 
Church had plentifully received, and which, tis 
acknowledged, render d their Converſion the more 
remarkable, but likewife for their Holineſ: and 
Piety, This appears by his mentioning their Vait- 
ing for the coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, which 
is an uſual Deſcription of a Chriftian Converſation, 
And well it may be fo, ſince Chrifts coming, 
wherever it is believ'd and ſeriouſſy remember d, 
as it is by all thoſe who wait for it, muſt neceſſa- 
rily make Men Holy in all manner of Converſa- 
tion. And I conceive it is upon the account of 
their Holineſs, and not their extraordinary Gifts, 
they are commended in the Text, and ſtiled be 
Epiſtle of Chriſt, The-laſt Words of the Verſe 
ſeem to confine the Expreſſion to this Senſe, 
wherein he ſays, This Epiſtle was written not in 
Tables of Stone, but in fieſhly Tables of the Heart : 
which certainly refers not to their Mrracuors 
Gifts, but wholly to the Law of Chriſt, the r. 
ting of which is compar d to, and preferr'd be- 
fore the Writing of the Law, which God gave to 
Moſes., But this leads me to conſider, 


I. HOW the Corinthians by their Converſion 
were manifeſtly declared to be the Epiſtle of Chrift. 
' Now this Expreſſion may import thele Two 
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by him; whence ſuc 


f 


I. THAT Chrift was the Author of their Con- 


verſion, ' An Epiſtle is ſaid to be his, by whoſe 
Direction tis penn'd and drawn uf. In Ike man- 
ner, when their Converſion is ſpoken of under the 


Metaphor of an Epiſtle (of which a Reafon will 


be preſently given) tis moſt properly attributed 
to Chriſt as the Author and Compoſer of it. 


THE Apoſtles were tender of the Honour of 
their Lord, and cautious of aſſuming any Thang to 
themſelves, leſt they ſhould ſeem to derogate from 
him. And fo this Apoſtle ſpeaks of himſelf only 
as an Amannuenfis, imploy'd by Chriſt in writing 


the Epiſtle. « Minifred, ſays he, by us; written 


not with Ink, but by the Spirit of the Living God. 


And therefore in the next Verſe but one, he adds: 


Not that we are fuſions of our ſelves to think any 
Thing as of our . ſelves : but our ſufficiency is of God, 
who alſo bath made us able Minifters of the New 
Teftament. However he had been imploy'd, yet 


he neither was, nor would be thought to be, the 


principal Cauſe of that Bleſſed Work : No; he 
ook'd upon himſelf, and his Companions in preach- 
ing the Goſpel to the Corinthians, as Miniſters by 
whom they believed, even as the Lord gave to every 
Man. And whatever Induſtry they uſed in 
Plaping and Watering, yet the Succeſs was wholly 
to alcrid'd to God who gave the Increaſe. In 


their preaching, they were Labourers together with 
God, or rather perhaps of God; that is, employ'd.. 
as were Converted by their 
Miniſtry were to be lobk'd upon as God's Husbandry, 
2s God's Building. | | | 


* 


THE Work is too great to be accompliſh'd by 


| Humane Skill, The Charms of Eloquence, and the 


Strength 
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aſſwage Boiſterous Paſſions, conquer Impetuous 
Deſires, and win the Sinner bewitch d to his Lufts, 
to an unfeigned and chearful Subjection to the 
Law of God. How often do we ſee the ſtrongeſt. 
Arguments from Everlaſting Rewards and, Pumiſh- 
ments prove Ineffectual! Nay, Arguments drawn 


from ſuch Things as Sinners regard, have very 


little Force upon thoſe, who are ſtrongly addicted 
to their Luſts. The , Mifery and Want Extra- 
vagances threaten them with, either by their natu- 


ral Tendency, or their Offenſiveneſs to their beſt 


Friends, will not conquer, nay, frequently not 
ſo much as curb. and reſtrain for. a little Time 
their Inclination to;, them, Vicious Inclinations 
are the moſt unreaſonable Things in the World, 
and therefore ſomewhat more than bare Reaſon 
and Argument is neceſſary to rectify a Mind in- 
ſlavd by them, and to form it to a Divine like- 
neſs. This is only to be effected by a mighty: 
Power. Whence tis ſo commonly in the Scripture 
aſcrib'd to rhe Holy Hfirit; as tis particularly in 
the Text: Written not with Ink, but by the Spirit of 
the Living God. . 8 N 
- BUT it may be here inquir'd : Would it not 
upon this Account have been moſt proper to have 
ſtiled theſe Corinthians the Epiſtle of the Holy 
Sore 7 | e | AED 

3 | . 
I Anſwer: WE are here to conſider in what 
Quality the Holy Spirit acts, and that 1s, as the Vice- 
gerent and Deputy of our Redeemer, who promis d, 


Strength of Reaſon and Argument alone can never 


— — 2 


when he was leaving the World, to ſupply the 


want of his own Preſence with them in Perſon, 


by his Spirit, and to be thus with them: alway, eben laub. 


wit) the End of the World. 80 "that What tl 


+ 
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— A1 Uſeful Miniſtry . 
rit now does, he does in the Name and Behalf 
of Chriſt ; and our Redeemer now accompliſhes all 
his Work in this World by his Spirit. Wherefore 
though the Spirit was the immediate Author of 
their Converſion, tis without any manner of Im- 
p riety aſcrib'd to Chriſt, and they are called zhe 
Epiſtle of Chrift. | 


2. WHEN the Apoſtle calls the Corinthians, 
upon the account of their Converſion, the Epiſtle of 
Chtift, he means, that Chriſt had thereby made 

ſome Declaration of his Mind. We — an 

Epiſtle as a ſignification of the Mind of the Wri- 

ter: and ſuch did he look upon the Corinthians in 

their Converſion to be; which, I conceive, is the 
true Reaſon why he makes uſe of this Metaphor. 

And without ſtraining it, we may ſay they are 

repreſented as the Epffile of Chriſt, or a Declaration 

of his Will, upon a double account. | | 


1. BECAUSE they were by their Converſion 
fornid into the Mind and Will of Chriſt. He has 
made a Declaration of his Will in his Word, from 
which we are to learn our Religion, and to which 
we are to have a as to a ſure Standard, in 
the examining an ing every Doctrine. But 
little Notice 5 taken a this by a careleſs World 
who will not be at the Pains of learning what our 
Religion is out of the perfect Rule of it. Chriſt 
therefore has taken care in a more eaſie way to 
Ive them ſome Notices of it; and by changi 
the Hearts and Lives of Sinners, he ſets before 
their Eyes examples of the Religion he has infti- 
tuted, and ſhews the World what the Deſign of his 
Goſpel is. This is a likely means of abating their 

| unreaſonable Prejudices, and winning them to an 
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leſt us. For if Men wilkallow themſelves to make 
any ſerious Reflections, they muſt be ſenſible ot 


an extraordinary Excellency and Lovelineſs in a 
truly Chriſtian Converſation, When the Rules of 
the Goſpel are copied out fairly into the Life, the 
Luſtre of them is too great not to ſtrike the Be- 


holders with Admiration. This ſhould make 


Chriſtians careful to live up to their Rule, that, 


as our Saviour ſays, their Light way ſo fbine before 1 „ 6. 


Men, as that they may ſee their good Works, and glo- 
15 their Fat ber who is in Heaven, Tis no unlikely 
Thi 


ng, that ſuch as at preſent do not obey the Word, 1 Per. iii. 
may without the Word by beholding the good Conver- t, 2. 


ſation of Chriſtians be won, firſt to a liking, and 
then to an hearty embracing Chriſtianity, 80 


that the circumſpect Deportment of Chriſtians i 
— 1 


2 compendious kind of Declaration of the Mi 


of Chriſt to an inconſiderate World; who may by 


beholding it learn what Sobriety, Temperance, 
Humility, Meekneſs, Self-Denial, Equity, Cha- 
rity, Mercifulneſs, Truſt in God, Reſignation and 
Devotedneſs to his Will, and, in ſhort, what uni- 


verſal Holineſs Chriſt expects in his Diſciples and 


Followers. 


WE are led to this Senſe of the Expreſſion by 
the laſt Clanſe of the Text, wherein he compares 
their Converſion to the giving of the Old Law, 
and ſays, this Epiſtle of Gori was not written ix 
Tables of Stone, but in fleſbly Tables of the Hear 
q. d. This is a more excellent and noble Way, 
* which Chriſt has taken to write, and, as it were, 
publiſb his Law. He has deeply ingraven it u 
* on, and made it an inward governing Principle 
s ob erm Hearts and all you Actions which pro- 
7 op TM. by Means 2 ein 
Cconverie with you n Hily come to the Know- 
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II cannot be objected reaſonably againſt this 
Senſe, that 'the Expreſſion is top great for the 
Thing; ſince that is ſometimes ſet forth in the Hol 
Scriptures by more lofty Expreſſions than the E- 


v.16. piſtle of Chrift > Such as Chrift formed in Chriſtians, 
27 1 ift in in them. True Chriſtians then 


are the Epiſtle of Chriſt; when their Converſation 
is conform'd to the Rule of the Goſpel, and ap- 
8 kind of Tranſcript of the Mind and Will 


2. THE Corinthians are here call d rbe Epiſtle of 
iſt thereby ſignified his Mind concerning 

the Apoſtle, and gave a Teſtimonial of his Com- 
miſſion and valid Authority. Te are, ſays he, the 
Epiſtle of Chriſt, miniſtred by us, q. d. Chriſt de- 


ſign'd, by making uſe of me in Converting you, 


to give an Atteſtation, and ſet as it were his Seal 
to my Mmiſtry. He has made it evident that 
* he ſent me, by his working together with me.” 


AND what Argument could be more proper to 
n his Authority with the r dach an 
his; of the Truth of which they muſt be ſuppos d 
to be well aſſur d? Compare herewith his manner 
of Arguing with the ſame Church in his other E- 
Ys to them. Am I not an Apoſtle ? am I not 

e have I not ſeen Jeſus Chriſt our Lord? are not 
you my Work in the Lord? If I be not an Apoſtle 


unto others, yet doubtleſs I am to you : for the Seal of 


mine Apoſtleſhip are ye in the Lord, Where he ap- 


peals, as he does in the Text, to the happy Succeſs 
of n among them; to their being bis 
Work in the Lord; therefore ſtiles them be 
Seal of bis Apoſtleſbip; and Argues, that though his 


Ahpoſtle- 


oe oe oe o : 


. 0 ; | L 7 - 
| Apoſtleſhi ſhould be doubtful to others, t it 
could not be ſo to them, ſince they had " Fea 

| Evidence of it they had of their own Chriſtianity. 


- AND thus likewiſe he argues elſewhexe in his 4 
Second Epiſtle to them. Since ye ſeek 2 Proof of cor. xtit 
Chriſt ſpeaking in me, which to you-ward is not weak, 3» 3. 
bur is mighty in you —— Examine your ſelves whe- 
ther ye be in the Faith; prove your own ſelves. He 
judg'd their being in the Faith an evident Proof 

of Chriſt's ſpeaking in him, and owning him as 

his Miniſter, | 


PWV PIE 3 —— * * n 


AND when in the Text he calls them the Epi- 
file of Chriſt, written not in Tables of Stone, but in 
fleſbly Tables of the Heart; he certainly intimates; 
that as God's writing the Law in Tables of Stone 
was an Atteſtation of the Commiſſion of Moſes, 
to whom he deliyer'd them, to carry them to the 
People ; ſo the Corinthians were to look; upon 
Chriſt's writing his Laws in their Hearts, as an 
Atteſtation of his Commiſion, whoſe Miniſtry 
he was pleaſed to make uſe of in doing it. And 
— this account he calls them his own Epiſtle in 
the foregoing Verſe, whom he calls be Epiſtle 
Chrift in the Text. Ie are, ſays he, our Epiſtle; 
that is, written in my Behalf : ye are the Epiſtle 
by which Chriſt has been pleas'd to recommend 
me. 8 a 


NOW his Argument here is of this Nature. 
You Corinthians have been effectually prevaild 
to relinquiſh your Idolatrous and wicked 
urſe of Life, and to turn ſincerely to God by 
Chriſt, © This happy Change was too Great, No- 
ble and Difficult to be effected by any Humane 
225 and Power, and _ therefore have * the 
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Work of the Redeemer. Chriſt, who has wrought 
you to this, has done it by my Miniſtry. But it 
3s not to be thought, he would thus concur with, 
or make uſe of a Miniſtry, which he did not ap- 
prove. And therefore I may well eſteem his Con- 


verting you by my Means as an Atteſtation to my 


, and may look upon you r . manifeſtly 
declared to be the Epiſtle of Chrift, written in my 
Behalf, whereby he does in effect Ratity- and Seal 


2 you, and to the World, my Miniſtry and Apo- 
eſhip. lf © ee 


AND thus I have endeavour'd to explain the 


Apoſtles meaning, and clear his Reaſoning to you. 


And doubtleſs theſe Things were written, and are in 
the Scriptures handed down to us, for our Learn- 
ing; - therefore tis not improper for us, 


III. TO inquire, How far tis warrantable for 
ns now to eſteem any as the Epiſtle of Cori and 
to form a Judgment concerning the Miniſters of 
the preſent Time by ſuch a kind of Rule, as that 
which the Apoſtle here goes upon. There would 
have been leſs Occaſion to treat of this Matter, 
had not ſome Men appear d ſo earneſtly deſirous 
of condemning the Miniſtry of their Neighbours, 
Of whom it may well be ſaid, as tis of ſome who 
troubled the Galatians ; They zealouſly affe# you, 
but not well; yea, they would exclude you, (ſome Co- 
pies read us To expreſs our Caſe we may join both; 
tor they would exclude both you and us; you from 
the Church; and us from the Miniſtry) that yore 
might affect them, and confine your Reſpects to 
them. I ſuppoſe every one will allow, that tis 
very deſireable, ſome certain Scripture Rule ſhould 


he propos d to examine Mens Pretenſions by, aud 
that it thould be ſuch an one as is level to e Ca: 
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pacities of all, ſince every Chriſtian is to judge 
and chuſe for himſelf what Mini to ſit under. 
Now with ſuch a Rule, I think, the Diſcourſe of 
the Apoſtle here ſupplies us. For if we ma 
judge by the Succeſs and Uſefilneſs of any Mini- 
„ that is a thing liable to the Obſervation of 
the meaneſt Chriſtian, who is diſpos'd ſeriouſſy to 
inquire what Miniſtry he ſhould prefer. | 


I ſhall briefly compriſe my Senſe of this Matter 
in theſe following Propoſitions 1 | | 


— ry oF” 


1. *Tis certain, when our Lord erected a Church, 

he defign'd to continue it to the End of the World. 

This is evident by his Promiſe, that tbe Gates of Math. 
Hell fhowld not prevail againft it. n 18. 


2. As Chriſt will have a Church, fo he will have 
4 Miniſtry in it through all Ages of the World. 
For the Proof of which I need only appeal to that 
expreſs Text; Hs gave ſome, Apoſtles : and ſome, xp, iv, 
Prophets and ſome, Evangelifts : and ſome, Paſtors 11, 12,13. 
and Teachers; for the perfeting of the Saints, for 
the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying the Body 
of Chrift : till we all come in the Unity of the Faith, 
am of the Knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfet Man, unto the Mzaſure of the Stature of the 
Fulneſs of Chriſt. | 9 8 


3. If Chriſt has a Miniſtry for the Ediſication 
of his Church, then that Miniſtry may be £own 
and diftinguiſh'd.” Were there no Marks, by which 
the Church could diſtinguiſh the Officers he has 
pointed for their Edification, how ſhould they 
know to whom they ſhould apply themſelves, or 
in what Methot they ſhould ſeek their Edification ? 
As Chrift the great Shepherd has appointed” She- 
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herds under him to feed his Flock, ſo he cannot 

ſuppos d to have left his Flock wholly at Uncer- 
zaintigs, who they are, to whom they ſhould com- 
mit themſelves in order to their being fed. 


| | . | 
4. THE true Miniſters of Chriſt's Church, in 


tme ft Planting of it, were diſtinguiſh'd-by ſome 


Marks, by which thoſe in ſucceeding Ages cannot 
be known. When the firſt Foundations of the 
Chriſtian Church were to be laid, and Chriſt's Mi- 
hiſters were ſent forth to ſpreal a New Religion 
in the World, not only extraordinary Degrees of 
Wiſdom, Holineſs and Courage, but an extraordi- 
nary Atteſtation of their 8 was neceſla- 
Ty. Hence the Apoſtles, who were firſt ſent forth, 
were endow'd with a Power of working Miracles 
and Giſcerning Spirits; which, together with all 
— extraordinary Operations of the Spirit, are 
ong ſince ceaſed, and conſequently cannot be the 
Marks of the true Miniſtry in the preſent Age. 
There is no Church or Miniſtry mow in the World, 
which pretends to "theſe, except the Church of 
Rome, which has been detected in ſo many of 
her Forgeries, that, inſtead of advancing, ſhe has 
ſunk her Reputation with all wiſe Men, by pretend- 


ing to them. Among Proteſtants there are none, 


who appeal to any ſuc Evidenteof ein Commit: 
on. FF 


F. Since thoſe extraordinary Gifts, which the 
Apoſtles appeal d to as Evidences of their Commiſ- 
ion, are univerſally ceas d, tis but reaſonable the 
Pretenſions of Miniſters ſhould now be examin'd 
by any other Evidences they appeal d to, and par- 
ticularly by this of Succeſs. For certainly they 
did not attempt to eſtabliſh their Authority =. any 
weak and inſufficient Arguments, And indeed by 
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appealing to the Evidence, which did not depend 
upon their extraordinary Giſts, they may be under- 
ſtood to direct Chriſtians, how to judge of Mens 
Pretenſions in all the following Ages of the World. 
And conſequently it cannot be thought unreaſon- 
able for Chriſtians now to lay a great ſtreſs upon 
this Argument from Succeſs, ſince the Apoltles 
themſelves did ſo. "I | 


6. T HOU GH the Succeſs of the Apoſtles and 
firſt; Miniſters of the Chriſtian Church might, upon 
the account of ſome Circumſtances, have an Ad- 


vantage above that of the Miniſters of ſucceeding 


Ages; yet the main Reaſon, why Succeſs was an 
Armament in the Behalf of their Miniſtry, will 
hold good to vindicate any ſucceſsful Miniſtry to 
the End of the World. The Number of their 
Converts, and their being Converted from Gen- 
tiliſm and the groſſeſt Idolatry, muſt be own'd to 
be Circumſtances whith gfeatly enhanc'd the Suc- 
ceſs of their Miniſtry : but ſtill the Principal Rea- 
ſon, why Succeſs was an Atteſtation of the Apo- 


ſtles Commiſhon, was, that from the Succeſs it ap- 


pear'd Chriſt own'd their Miniſtry by making it 
effectual, the Work being too great to be wrought by 
any but himſelf. Now this is true in all Ages, and 
the Converſion of a Sinner, and the eſtabliſhing and 
ying him afterward, muſt now as neceſlaril 

be the Work of Chriſt by his Spirit, as at 
And therefore Succeſs mu 

terpoſition of Chriſt now, as ever. And if his 


Ihterpoſition was formerly, it muſt be fil an Evi- 


"dence of his owning and authorizing any Miniſtry, | 


+7. THERE is the more the Reaſon to 

the Validity of any Miniſtry from the 8 of 
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Defien and End of the Office. I cannot eafily 
imagine by what better Rule we can judge of the 
Goodneſs of any Thing, than by its intire Ten- 
dency and Uſefulneſs to promote the chief End of 


it. This was the main Reaſon of the Inſtitution 


of the Miniſtry, that Sinners might be Converted, 
and Saints Edified. That Miniſtry therefore, 
which contributes moſt to the effecting theſe Things, 
muſt, without all Queſtion, be the Miniſtry which 
the Author of the Inſtitution does moſt approve. 


As that Religion muſt be beſt, whieh is beſt 
contriv'd in its Doctrines, Rules and Motives to 
make Men univerſally Holy; and the Chriſtian 
Religion has in this Reſpe& vaſtly the Advantage 
above any other; ſo that Minifiry ſeems always 
to me molt approv'd of Chriſt, and therefore fit- 


teſt to be choſen by Chriſtians, which is beſt 


adapted to promote true Chriſtianity, and, by the 
Bleſſing of Chrift, is made | hoft ef 15 that 


End. Nor can J apprehend it dangerous for Chri- 


ſtians to have a regard to this Rule in making their 


Choice. For, however they may find themſelves 


puzzled with the Subtilties of a Diſpute, and may 
7 be at a loſs what to think of a particular 

ode and Ceremony, whether it be pleaſing to 
Chriſt, or no; yet that an Univerſal Holiheſs, 
which is the Image of God and of Cheſt, is plea- 
ſing to him, muſt be paſt all Doubt and ion with 
them. And there will be good Reaſon for them to 


. judge the Miniſters are Labourers together with GO 
(or of God) if they can evidently diſcern their 
People are God's Husbandry, are God's Building. 


” THIS Evidence from Succeſs may be müch 


ſtrengthen' d by various other Circumſtances, 
wach Cite will eaſſly obſerve to Arend 3 
” 3.4) 1 , Suc 
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4 tew of theſe. a 


1. WITHO U all doubt a competent Mea- 
ſure of Scripturs : Knowledge, a Proſeſſion of the 
true Faith, and a Renouncing ſuch Opinions as 
are inconſiſtent wich Chriſtianity, always accom- 
pay the Miniſtry which Chriſt owns with Suc- 
ceſs. Such are requir d to be apt ta teach; but um iii. 2. 
how can they be fo, if they are unacquainted with 
the very Rule of their Teaching? The Scripture 75 2 Tim. itt. 
profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correction, 16, 17. 
for Inſtruction in Righteouſ1 we That the Man of © 
God (or Miniſter of the Goſpel), way be perfe 
thraughly furniſhed unto all good Works. *Tis deſire- 
able, they, who are deſign'd to teach others, ſhould 
be, as Timotliy was, brought up from their Cluld-V. 13. 
hood, in the Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures. 

And if Men proteſs' and preach any thing incon- 

ſiſtent with the main eſſential Doctrines of Chri- 
ſtianity, they ſubvert Mens Souls, and cannot be 

the Means ot ſaving them. Chriſt owns not ſuch 

with Succeſs; but they are grievous Wolves, that 47 xx. 2g 
ſpare: not the Flock. Tis — a neceſſary 
Qualification, of true Miniſters, that they bold faſt u. i. 9. 
the faithful Ward, at they have been taught, that they 

may be able by ſound, Dottrine, both to exhort aud ta 


convince the Gainſeyers. 


2, I cannot but think, an apparent Regularity 
of Life and Converſation is one Qualification of 
the Miniſters, whom Chriſt is pleaſed to own with 
ducceſs,” and whom, Chriſtians, ſhould. chuſe to 


adhere. 
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An Uſeful Miniſtry 
| adhere to. I am ſure, this is abſolutely neceſſary, 
B if we may. judge by the Epiſtles to Timothy and 
Titus; the Author of which thought it very pro- 
-per alſo to mention the Regularity of his own Be- 
haviour, when he would recommend himſelf to the 
1 Thep, ii. Theſſalonians. Te areWitneſſes, ſays he, and God alſo, 
wo. .- bow bolily, and juſtly and unblameably we bebaved 
dau ſelves among you that believe: Men will never 
be heartily concern'd to ſpread that Religion, 
which they have not themſelves, cordially” em- 
brac'd. Hypocrites may crowd themſelves into 
the Miniſtry, as well as into the Church, and may 
demean themſelves ſo as to paſs undiſcern'd: And 
in that Caſe it may pleaſe God to render their Mi- 
: niſtry ſucceſsful. Charity teaches us. to judge 
Men ſincere in their Pretences, till they evidence 
the contrary. And it were ſad indeed for the Church 
of God, if their Edification were fo precarious, as 
abſolutely todepend upon the internal Holineſs and 
Sincerity of their Miniſters. God therefore, out of 
a regard to his own Inſtitution, and that Charity 
| which he approves in Chriſtians, may ſucceed the 
_ Mmiſtrations of ſuch. But when theſe Hypocrites 
pull off the Mask, and retain, not any longer the 
_ outward ſhew of Holineſs and Piety, but e 
' openly and ſcandalouſſy looſe, they forfeit all Claim 
to the reſpe& and charitable Opigion of the 
Church of God, and are to be avoided by all ſe- 
rious Chriſtians. Now tis not in this Caſe Cha- 
_ rity, but downright Folly and Madneſs, for Men 
to think they may ſafely put their Souls under 
their Care; ſince tis notorious they take no Care 
of their own. And as all Hypocrites invading the 
Office are unapprov'd of God, ſo when their Hy- 
pocriſy is made manifeſt to all, and tis therefore 
apparently Chriſtians Duty to forſake them; 1 
cannot think, God does any longer own them 
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with Succeſs upon thoſe, who through a ſupine 
Negligence and Sloth remain contented under 
their Miniſtry, without ſeeking out after a better, 
as they are bound to do, at the Peril of their pre- 
cious Souls 33 


3. WHEREVER Chriſt owns a Miniſtry with 
Succeſs, the main Tendency of it will evident! 
be to promote the moft momentous and induſputable 
Matters of Religion, and not the little Peculiarities 
of a Party. There are ſome Things, of which we 

ſay what is ſaid of Meat: They commend us ,,,,,;;; 6 
not to God ; for neither if we uſe them, are we t 9 
better, neither if we uſe them not, are we the 
worſe. And where Things of this Nature (to 
— the moſt favourably of them) are much 
welt upon, and urged with the greateſt Vehe- 
mence, tis viſible what the Succeſs is. A Mini- 
ſters Judgment may be right concerning the Lau- 
fulneſs or Unlawfulneſs of leſs ſubſtantial Things 
which are Matter of Debate; and yet, by allow- 
ing an undue Proportion of his Miniſtry and his GO 
Zeal to them, may very much hinder his promot- 
ing thoſe Ends, by which the Succeſs of any Mini- 
ſtry is chiefly to be diſcern d. The great and eſ- _ 
ſential Things, that conſtitute the Kingdom of. , 1 
God (that Kingdom of God, which, our Saviour 27. 
ſays, cometh not with Obſervation, or Pomp and 
Splendour; but is within Men) are not Meat and Rom xiv. 

mk, but Righteouſneſs, and Pzace, and Foy in the 17, 18. 
Holy Ghoſt. For be that in theſe Things ſerverh 
Chrift, it acceptable to God, and approved of Men. 
There is no Party, but a Man may be moulded | 
into the Notions and Forms by which tis diſtin- 
gull'd, and yet remain unacceptable to God. | 

t there is no Party of Chriſtians, wherein Righ- oY 
zeouſneſs, and Peace, * in the Holy Gboft, will | 
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5 not evidence a Man a true Subject of the Kingdom 
| of God, a Servant of Chriſt, and moſt acceptable 
to both. . u 


THE Deſign of the Miniſtry is to renew de- 
praved Souls, to reſtore them to a likeneſs to God 
in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, and fo to fit them 
for a Bliſsful and Eternal abode in his Preſence; 
and, in order. to theſe Things, to gain them to 

| an unfeigned and intire Subjection to the Media- 
| tor. The Succeſs of any Miniſtry lies in obtain- 
= ing theſe Ends, and without that all a Miniſter's 
| | Pains are loſt. And as that Miniſtry, which dwells 


moſt upon theſe Things, 1s moſt adapted to its 
[ proper end, ſo tis not hard to obſerve, that the 
Bleiling of Chriſt moſt attends and proſpers it. 


4. THE Succeſs and Uſefulneſs of any Mini- 
ſtry will then be more eaſily judg'd an Evidence 
of its Validity, when the Oppoſition made againſt 
it is built moſt upon weak and fallible Authori- 
ties, and but little upon the Holy Scriptures. 
The whale of a Chriſtian's Religion is in his 
Bible, and when he is requir d to walk. by any 
other Rule than that of Divine Revelation, by 
thoſe who would ſeem to be ſomewhat, whatſoever 
they are, it muſt make no matter to him, be 1s not 
zo give place to them by Suh jection, no, not for an 
Hour. If he finds a Miniſtry agreeable to the 
Holy Scriptures, he may be ſatisfied in chuſing 
it, without inquiring whether Fathers, Synods, or 
Magiſtrates approve it. And it will always be 
an Argument with me of the Validity of any 
Miniſtry, when I ſee the fierce and crafty Adver- 


Cal. ii. 5,6. 


ſaries of it at a great Loſs for Scripture- nts 

to overthrow it. e 
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5. THE Argument from Succeſs receives an 
additional Strength, when that Succeſs is obtain'd 
by a Miniſtry, notwithſtanding many worldly 

iſcouragements which attend it. It has been or- 
dinarily the Lot of God's moſt faitftul Servants 
to meet with little Countenance from Men. The 
World lies in Wickedneſs, and the Stream uſes to 
xyn ſtrongly againſt thoſe who teſtify agaiuſt the 
Wickedneſs of it. 


A Per ſecuting Spirit is a ſhrewd ſign of an ill 


Cauſe; and thoſe Men, whoſe Weapons are Carnal, 


and who deſire to inforce their Diſcipline by Op- 


preſſion, manage their Warfare in a very different 
manner from the Apoitles, But to be uſed hardly 
aud unkindly, to be deſpis d and perſecuted for 
GanſtiencedlÞ 


Practice of the Duty of Self-Denyal, which our 
Lord has declar'd abſolutely neceſſary in all his 
Diſciples. And when they, who have no Carnaz 
Weapons to back their Arguments, but meet with 
a violent Oppoſition from their Neighbours, are 
tayour'd with the moſt Succeſs in their Miniſtrati- 
eng, tis a ſign of the Goodneſs of their Warfare, 


Ake, yields a ſtrong Preſumption of a 
Mans Sincerity, and that he is accuſtom'd to the 


and that rbeir Weapons are, tho' not Carnal; yet 2 Gr. x. 4. 


mighty through God, to the pulling down ſtrong 
Holds. The Divine Power is more conſpicuous, 
in converting Sinners, when there are no worldly 
Adyantages on the ſide of Truth to recommend it. 


20 T cannot be thonght unreaſonable to lay ſome 
Streſs upon this, ſince the Apoſtle in this very 


Epiſtle. argues from ſome ſuch Conſiderations the 
Preferablene(s of his own Miniſtry to that of his 
Competitors z and ſpeaks as though an excels in 

*.* 22 Suffering 
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. Suffering were a full Proof of a Superiority in 


2 Ural. 23· Office. Are they Miniſters of Chrift ? (I ſpeak as a 


11. 


Fool) I am more: In Labours more abundant, in 


Stripes above . Meaſure (or more exceedingly) in 


Priſons more ſrequent, in Deaths oft, &c. 


4 forbear to mention, as I might, other Cha- 

racters of a true Miniſtry, but proceed to apply 

pr has been ſaid in theſe Three following Re- 
ections. | 


I. IF by ſuch Things, as thoſe inſiſted on, the 
Validity and Goodneſs of any Miniſtry may be 
diſcern'd, the Obje#ions againſt our Miniſtry are 


certainly of no Moment; but our Claims and Pre- 
tenfions muſt be ſupported by much better and 


ſtronger Argnments, than are theirs who object 
with ſo much Fury againſt us. As often as I ſe- 


riouſly conſider the State of our preſent Differen- 


ces, and review the little Obſervation I have made 


in the World, I am forc'd to fall in and finiſh all 
with that Determination: Sit anima mea cum Puri- 
tanis Anglicanis, And tis a conſiderable Pleaſure 
and Satistaction to me, to find my ſelf join'd with 
thoſe on Earth, with whom, my Conſcience- tells 


me, I cannot but deſire to be number'd at the great 
Separation of the laſt Day. | 


I am ſenſible this Argument may ſeem invidi- 
eus, and many will be apt to think it carries in it 
an Air of Boaſting, and ſo of Vanity and Folly. 


But they, who will be forwardeſt to cenſure our 
Argument, have, of all Men, moſt Reaſon to be 


ſatisfied with the Apology, which, with the Apo- 


ſtle, we make for our ſelves. For if we are be. 
2 Cor. xii, come Fools in Glorying, we may well expect They 


ſhould bear with our Folly, ſince They are them- 
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ſelves the Perſons who have compell'd us. I hope 
it will be no Offence, that we ſhew our ſelves - 
tender of the Reputation of our Miniſtry, If we 
were as indifferent about that as we ſee many are, 


we ſhould have little Reaſon to complain of any 
Perſons judging us unworthy of the Character. I 
am ſure none can have Reaſon to be offended, that 
in a Place, where we are aſſaulted with ſo much 
Violence, we defend our ſelves, and for a-Juſtifi- 


cation of our Miniſtry appeal with the Apoſtle to 


the Uſefulneſs of it, humbly requeſting our Ad- 


verſaries, if they think fit, to put their Miniſtry 


upon the like Trial. 


LET then the Lives and Converſations of our 
People be compar'd 'with thoſe of their Neigh- 
bours ; I am ſure we need not fear the Sentence of 

indifferent and umpartial Judge. Nay, our 
| Adverfaries themſelves muſt give it in our Favour, 
if they will but honeſtly own, by what Rule they 
gueſs at the Characters and Principles of Str: 
when they happen into their Company. Let them 
but frankly declare, on which fide they ordinarihy 


ſuſpe& the Swearer and the Drunkard to be, and 


what Opinion they entertain of ſuch as abſtain from 
and ſhew an abhorrence of thoſe Vices. a” 


Ion we are not free from Hypocrites. What 


Church ever was from the Beginning of the World? 
Nor are we clear in our Aſſemblies of all looſe 
Perſons; but I verily think our Communions are 
not ordinarily reproach d for Perſons openly ſcan- 

dalous and profane. Thoſe of ſuch a Character 


mult belong to another, if — of any Com- 


- munion ; for no Intereſt of a Party prevails with 
us to receive or keep them knowingly in ours. 
No one, that I know of, charges us with ſuffer- 
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: ing the Deiſts and open Debauchers to thruſt them- 
 felves in to receive the Lord's Supper among us, 
as a Qualification for Offices and Places of Profit 


and Truſt, to the Scandal of our Function, and the 
vileſt Proſtitution of the moſt Sacred of all our 
Lord's Ordinances and Inſtitutions. When ſuch as 
have been brought up among us become looſe and 
vicious, they know they can't expect to be eaſy 
in our Communions, and therefore ſoon leave us; 
and, I hope, without our Regret, unleſs we could 
fee them mend among us. And the Uſefulneſs of 
our cnn 4 is confirm'd by this common Obſer- 
vation : That ſuch as leave us ordinarily grow 


worſe, and they who come over to us frequently 
grow better. | . 


FARTHER; Were not our People free from 


te horrid Sins, which are ſo prevailing in the 


Land, their Adverſaries would not fail to make 
them hear of them, and would have leſs Occaſion 
to charge them ſo often with ſuſpected Crimes ny 
without Evidence; and the Cry of Hypocriſy 
would be much weaker, and the Charge ot parti- 
cular Vices and Immoralities, that could be prov'd, 
would be much lowder. - Were ſcandalous Perſons 
as rite in our Communion, as in theirs, they 
would not triumph at the rate they ſometimes do; 
when they think they have got an Advantage by a 
particular Perſon's diſgracing his Profeſſion. Sin- 


. gle Inſtances of Immorality among us would then 


be as little taken notice of as they are now amon 
them. In ſhort ; if Sobriety, Righteouſneſs an 
Godlmeſs are the great Things, which. the Grace 
God teaches, and the Grace of God is there 
learn d, and conſequenthy beſt taught, where theſe 


things are moſt prevailing; we may ſafely, ven- 
ture the Reputation of our Miniſtry upon this Iſſi 
Wd | W 
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found in; and that notwithſtanding the vaſt Ine. 


quality of our Numbers. 
WHEN our Intereſt was ve rely great in the 
and it was thought ary to weaken, 


d 


proper Methods in Order to it. And 


when big 22 our Intereſt with that of 


for we 


— for po common Chriſtianity ( 
for Arg Tae) confilerabl 


became 2 Succeſsf 
before. And yet Idoubt not but the greateſt ſhare 
of the little Religion and Piety, that has conti- 
med in the Nation, has been owing to that Mi- 
niſtry, which is at this Day ſo much deſpiſed 
and yilified. And doubtleſs the Methods, which 
our Adverſaries then took, diſcover d plainly 
gerne hey af b their 

againſt us — becauſe 8 
— 09 mach Ke * at the 


* hy, d that by his Righ- 

Sn 92g weir: rebuke us for having ſo 
ſo —— the Piety of our 

FARTHER; If Men will calmly conſider 
Things, the other Circumſtances I mention d, 

will, I doubt not, be 

commend the Miniſtry 
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ret ſhew of deſpiſing 
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advantages there are ſome, whoſe Atainments in 


0 


Learning are leſs than one would deſire in a Mi- 


niſter. They ought not however to bear hard 


5 p. 556. 
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uponus ; conſidering how much worſe it has been 
with themſelves, and that there was a Time, when 
many illiterate Tradeſmen were put into the Mi- 
niſtry among thendſelves, whoſe publick Perfor- 


mances were only Reading Prayers and Homilies, 


and conſidering eſpecially that notwithſtandin 
all their preſent Advantages, tis much worſe wit 
them ſtill. For, I hope, the greater part of thoſe, 
who come to be Ordained among us, are not ignorant 
10 a Degree not ro be apprehended by thoſe, who are 
not obliged to know it; and that the eaſieſ Part 


of Knowledge is not that to which they are the 


reateft Strangers, ' T mean, the plaineſt parts of the 
— 7 am well ſatisfied, if there could be 
found any ſo ignorant among us, they could not 
ſay in excuſe of their Ignorance, That their Tutors 
never mention the reading of the Scriptures to them. 
We have none ſo unacquainted with the Scrip- 
tures, as that they can give no Atcout, or at leaf 
4 very imperſect one, of the Contents Wen of . 
Goſpels. © We have none, whoſe Ignorance is ſuch, 
that in a well regulated State of Things they would 


| afpe.zr not — enough to be admitted to the 


Holy Sacrament. 1 hope, ſo groſs an Ignorance in 
the Fundamentals * . b. Far not ſpread it ſelf 
ſo much among thoſe of our Side, who ought to 
reach others, as that they Med that one teach them 
rhe firft Principles of the Oracles' of God. Such 


See Biſhop kind of Inſufficiency they will not charge us 
of Sarum's wit 

Pref. to his 
Paſt. Care, 


h, as they know we can them, upon the Evi- 


dence and Teſtimony of an excellent Perſon, who 


has an opportunity of knowing it, and is too ho- 
neſt and fair to Bil - 
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2. OUR Maniſters are not loaſe and diſorderly 
in their Behaviour. When any become fo, they 
ſoon ſink their Reputation, and their Miniſtry is 
2 at an among us. Or, if it be not, 

e * only can be to blame, who, as they 

ſo they have it in their Power eaſily to 
id themſelves of it. And tis unreaſonable we 
ſhould be reproach'd with any vicious Perſons, 
whom we have rejected ; at leaſt, it will not be 
modeſt for thoſe to upbraid us, Who have 


ba ſo kind as to receive them to officiate in their 


own Church. 


3. NOTHING can be more evident to thoſe, 
who are at all acquainted with our Miniſtry, than 
that it aims at promoting the great and eſſential 
Things of our Holy Religion, viz. The explainin 
and urging upon Men Repentance toward God, Fait 
in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and an univerſal Obeds- 
ence to his Laws. | 


WE have plainly diſcover'd a greater Concern 
to make our Hearers good Chriſtians, than zea- 
lous Party-Men. And, to ſpeak freely, I think 
we have been almoft univerſally guilty of an 
Errour, tho? tis an (as they ſay) on the 
right Hand : That we Have wholly, in a manner, 
wav d in our Sermons the Matters in Controverſy 
between us and our Adverſaries, which though 
they are of little Moment, if compar d with the 
other, yet doubtleſs axe of too great Moment to 

= Diſcourſes. Herein, I 


be quite left out 
think, we: have been injurious to our own Intereſt 
* 7 BUT 


and that of Truth. 


| is fore d, with all Good Men, grievouſly 'to 7 
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BUT if we conſider what Courſe has been 
taken by many of our Adverſaries, their Errour 
will appear to here been much worſe. The Heat 


of their Zeal againſt us has conſum d their Diſ- 


cretion, and their very Miniſtry itſelf. The Ten- 
dency of a great part of their Sermons has been 
not to inform but abuſe Mens Judgments, and in- 
flame *their Anger and Wrath. They have not 
only laviſh'd away their Miniſtry upon the leaſt 
uſetul Subjects, but by their Preaching have Ten- 
der'd their Hearers of a more malicious and inve- 
terate, that is, of a more Unchriſtian Spirit than 
they would otherwiſe have been. | 


4. WITH what Weapons have our Adverſarics 
managed their Oppoſition againſt our Miniſtry ? 


Thoſe: who are vers'd in our Controverſy cannot 


but obſerve a great ſcarcity of Scripture-Arguments; 
where our Avecthtian ould have been moſt co- 
pions in them, conſidering what great Streſs they 
are pleas'd to lay upon the Things; for what Rea- 
ſon they can tell beſt themſelves. One chief Aim 
of their Managers ſeems to be, to lead Men from 
the Scriptures to Fathers and Councils, not becauſe 
their Conſtitution is not econdemn'd by them, but 


becauſe they know the People have neither Time, 


nor Capacity to examine theſe; and ſo when they 
have got them into ſuch a | a they hope eaſily 
1 BT1t, - > al ann 


to bewilder and looſe then 


IIS viſible, the little narrow Intereſt of a 
Party runs thro' all that ſome Men meddle with, 


oe and-ſpoils much Good, whigh ſome of their Deſigns 


would otherwiſe probably pibduce, and in the Ad- 
vancement of... which; if they were generouſſy 
purſued, we ſhould readly join with chem. 1 — 
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eal for the Truth of what I fay, to their Ma- 

agement of Charity Schools, and their Society for 
Propagating the Goſpel Concerning which I muſt 
ſay: *Tis great Pity good Deſigns ſnould be ſpoiled, 
and that Men ſhould give ſo much Occaſion that 
their Good ſhoul:l be evil ſpoken of. © 8 


I would not here be miſunderſtood, as though, 
while I make this Compariſon, I defign'd to con- 
ius the Succeſs of the Miniſtry to that of any one 
fingle Denomination among us. I perſwade my 
ſelt, there are among the Miniſters of all Parties, 
thoſe, who prefer the moſt important Matters of 
Religion to the leſſer Things, by which their Party 
is diſtinguiſn d. And where the Appearance is 
ſmalleſt, we will not eaſily be perſwaded that 
their Caſe is not better than that of the Church of 
Sardis, which, notwithſtanding all her Faults, de- 


ſervd this Teſtimony of our Lord: Thor baſt a Rev. iii. 4; 


few Names — Sardis. 8o gloriouſly does 
Charity overcome and triumph over that Unrea- 
ſonableneſs, Unmercifulneſs and Cruelty that op- 

poſe it. Would to God our Ad verſaries, who ſeem 
to have a very defective Notion of that Virtue, the 
Name of which they ſo much magnify, would ſo 
far lay aſide their Prejudices, as to look abroad 
among their Neighbours, and learn froin them, 
what that Charity is, which ſuffers long, and ts 
kind, which neither envietb, nor is rafh, which 
ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh 
no evil, rejoiceth not in Iniquity, which beareth all 
Things, endluret h all Things, bopeth all Things, and 
ſometimes hopeth againſt Hope. For ouf part, 


we can truly ſay: When we: fee Miniſters tinble? 5 


miſhid in their Reputation, and zealous in their 
Endeavours to promote tlie great Ends of our 
Holy Religion, we heartily rejoice; we deſire 
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or they thould be forbids, or any. ways hin 


der d, much leſs that Fire ſhould come down. from 
Heaven and conſume them, though they follow net 
with us: May they go and proſper. For ſince they 
work tlie Works of the Lard, even as we alſo do, 
and in the main walk. by tbe ſame Rule with. us, 
why ſhould we not wiſh, bat Peace may be on 
them, as we doubt not, they alſo do on us? But 
give me leave to ſay: that theſe, though the 
Ornaments of their Communion, can add but 
little Reputation to the angry Generation, who 
are ſo tree in condemning us. My Reaſon is; 
becauſe they are aſham'd of all ſuch, and number 
them on our Side; who own our ſelves not diſ- 
pleas d at our having them, and all honeſt. and 
| po Men reckon'd in the ſame Intereſt with our 
ves. 2 3 N „ 


J. FINALLY; The bittereſt of all our Ad- 
verſaries themſelves cannot be difpleas'd, if of the 
laſt - Circumſtance, which ſerves to recommend a 
Miniſtry, we ſpeak with ſome kind of Triumph; 
8 our being embarraſs d with all viſible 
Jiſcouragements.. For we can bear them Record, 
— 5 have been always induſtrious to furniſh us 
with it, and have been willing we ſhould keep 
this Argument intirely to our ſelves. And for our 


part, we are contentedly deſtitute of thoſe ſecular 


* Advantages, without which, we apprehend their 
Cauſe would ſoon ſink to the Ground. We en 
them not their Tihes and large Revenues. Tho 
our. Subſiſtence is meaner and more precarious, 
yet tis the more ſat isfactory to us, becauſe: it 
comes in juſt the ſame honeſt Way it did to the 
Apoſtles and firſt Miniſters of the Chriſtian 
uch. We repine not, that we have no Spiri- 


tual Courts (as they call them) to inforce our Diſ- 


cipline 


eipline with a Temporal Power. If the Aut 
rity of Chriſt will not make Men regard us, we 
otyn we are not diſpos' d to drive a Trade in Ex- 
N Abſolutions, which n 0 pro- 
miſe you) is like to prove a very profitable one, 
as 2 as ever the People can be enſlav d into 
the Belief of the Prieſts abſolute Power of forgiv- 
ing Sins. And while our Conſciences are I 

_ and teſtify we have not at the Hands of Men de- 
ferv'd them, we glory in the Hardſhips formerly | 
or lately laid upon us. Ve take Pleaſure in Infirmi- 2 Cor. ali. 
ties, in Reproaches, in Neceſſities, in Perſecutions, © 
in Diſtreſſes for Chriſt's ſake. We hope we have 2 cr. vi. 
in all-Thmgs approved our ſelves as the Miniſters of 4, 5, 8. 9. 
God, in much Patience, in Afiidions, in Neceſſities, 
in Diftreſſes, in Impriſonments, in Tumulte, by Ho- 

nour and Diſhonour, by evil Report and good Report + 

&s Deceivers and yet True, as unknown and yet well 
known, And ſince ſuch Things are ſuppos'd to in- 

hance and embelliſh the Character of a Miniſter, 
we take the Liberty to ſay of our Adverſaries. Are 


they Miniſters of Chrift £ We are more. 


2. IF the Succeſs. of any Miniſtry is an evi- 
dence of the Goodneſs of it; this may very well 
be applied to thoſe in the Miniſtry ; and may 
ſerve to dire# them in their Aims, and quicben 
them in their Endeavours. Let us, my Brethren 
make it our chief Aim to form our Hearers to 
the Mind and Will of Chriſt. In what Pain was 
this great Apoſtle of the Gentiles for the Succeſs 


— * 4 — — * 


* 


of his Miniſtry. + My little Children, ſays he togy iu 1% 
the Galatians, — I travail again in Birth a 1 


until Chriſt be form d in you. He tells his Corin- 

' thians - He was jealous over them with a Godly? Gr. xi. 
th becauſe be bad eſpouſed them to one Hus- 23 

. that be might preſent them as a chaſte Virgin 
2 | 40 
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B to Chriſt: But he now fear d, left by any Means as 
| . rhe Serpent beguiled Eve through his Subtilty, fo' their 
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Minds fhould he corrupted from the Simplicity that is 


in Chriſt. $6 eatfieſtly intent was he upon this De- 
ſign, that he gave himſelf wholly” to the preaching 
of the Goſpel, as the moſt likely way to promote 
it, and therefore left the Work of Baprizing, as an 
inferiour Part of his Office; to others, and thanks 
God he had Baptized very few among the Corin- 


Name ; that is, left any ſhould ſay he was 


Men do) to advance it. He tells us 7 
v Chriſt ſent him nor to Baptize, but to Preach the Goſ- 
| 25 i. e. He ſent him not ſo much to Baptize as to 
reach. This was his chief Work, and therefore 

he applied himſelf moſt induſtriouſly to it. A 

very different Temper certainly his was from 

what appears in fome Men, who, were it not for 

us, and to prevent their Peoples coming after 

vs, would not care how little they preach'd the 
Goſpel; but as for Baptizing, Oh ! by all Means, 

they would engroſs it to themſelves, and rather 

than fail, they will do it where *tis wholly need- 

lefs, having been done before, and ſo they make 
Chriſt's Ordinanee ſerve to liſt Men into and pro- 

mote the little Intereſt of their own Se&. So am- 

bitious are they of doing that, of the Deſign of 

which this Apoſtle could not imagine himſelt ſaf- 

pected without the utmoſt Indignation and Abhor- 

. rence. But F muſt do this Angry Generation (who 
have lately begun this Practice) the Juſtice, as to 

own they now begin to treat both Sacraments im- 
partially and with equal Reverence; for the other 
Sacrament lias been vilely proſtituted by them tor 

a long Time, 'But let us, my Brethren, _ 


eig thians, Loft any ſhould ſay be had Baptized in bis | 
| wn 


ſetting up a little Faction or Party of his own, - 
and debaſing the Inſtitution of Chriſt (as we ſee · 
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the example of this Bleſſed Apoſtle, and lay out 
our Care, in the firſt place, upon the great and 
eſſential Matters of our Holy Religion. Let us n 
preach Cbriſt, the Hope of Glory, warning every Man, 1 cl. i. 4 
and teaching every Man in all Wiſdom, that we may 27, 28, 29. 
preſent every Man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus: Herein | 
iſo ler us labour, ſtriving according to his Working 
in us. Let us earneſtly endeavour to convert Sin- 
ners from the Errour of their Ways, and to confirm, 
eftabliſh and improve the Saints. And in Order 
reunto, let us fervently implore the Aids of 
the Divine Spirit, who alone can crown our La- 
bours with Succeſs, and ſo write te Laws of 
Chrift: upon the fleſbly Tables of our Hearers Hearts, 
as that they may evidently appear to be the Epi- 
file of Chriſt in our Behalf, If we can obtain 
many ſuch Credentials, we may patiently bear the 
Inſults of our Adverſaries, and reſt ſatisfied in 
the Evidence we have, that our Miniſtry is accep- 
table to Gd. 


4 8 | , | 

3. AND now, in the laſt Place, let me apply 

what has been ſaid to you, who are our Beloved 

Charge. You fee, my Brethren, what uſt, what 2 cor iii. 4 
Confidence we have through Chriſt to Godward con- 

cerning you. We can boak ot many of you. Would 

to God we could ſay ſo of you all. We are griev'd, 

when we perceive that we labour in vain as to 

any of you. We earneſtly long, and travail as it gli 19. 
were in Birth, until we ke Coriſt formed in you. E:- 
And as I orkers together with God, we beſeech you cw. vi. x, 
alſo, that ye recerve not the Grace of God in vain. 
We. warn you, that you delude not your ſelves 
with à tormal Profeiſion; that you think not an 
ordinary Attendance on our Miniſtrations is all 
you ſhould look aſter. Our Inſtructions will do. 
m eil net by grows ſelves ent, 
$5) Oulu 
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on 
to b We doubt not God has alread 
2 cor ix. 13. done this in many of you, and we glorify Gad 2 
; your profeſſed Sub jection to the Goſpel of en But 

2 Cor. xiii.this we wiſh, even your Frrfectiun. We claim no 
9 Authority, we deſire no Reſpect, but for your 
| Benefit, which we would gladly adapt all our 
2 Cor. xii. Miniſtrations to; being earneſtly deſirous to do all 


19. Things, dearly beloved, for your edxſying. And there- 
mei i fore this we beſeech you, Brethren, and exbort 


by. the Lord Feſus, that as ye haue received of us 
Scripture- Directions, bow ye ought to walk, and to 
pleaſe God, ſo ye would abound more and more. We 
cannot be in any Pain as to your Opinion of us; 
for however we ſhould not be Miniſters in the 
Eſteem of others, who . avoid us, and condemn 
us, without knowing us, yet our Miniſtry will 
be indiſputable with you, who are uur Work, and 
the Seal of aur Miniſtry in the Lord. If we 
find our Miniſtry ſucceſsful upon you, to increaſe 
all the Graces of God's Spirit in you, we ſhall 
think we approve our ſelves the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
and ſhall be eaſy and patient under the Cenſures 
and Reproaches of unreaſonable Men. 1 


LET me now therefore beſeech, nay, require 


you all by the — * profeſs to have for us, 
that you make your Profiting appear 10 all Men. 
Your other Reſpe&, whatever it be, will not ſa- 


I TI tisfy us without this: for we ſeek not yours but 
14. you. By this you will ſecure your own Reputa- 


tion as Chriſtians, and ours. as the Miniſters of 
_ Chriſt among you. We fear not the Sophiſtry of 
8 : « our 
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our Adverſaries, which we have eaſily detected 
May we- 2 our — 9100 d with Ar- . 
zuments from nduct. on you there- 
dearly Beloved, we leave the Hons and 
Reputation of our deſpiſed Miniſtry. See that 
you fairly and fully vindicate it, by demonſtra- 

ing the Uſefulneſs of it, in the Sobriety, Righte- 

955 and Godlineſs of your Lives and Conver- 
ſations. You know that wel- doing is preſcribd as 
the ready Way to put to Silence the Ignorance fi ra. il. 15. 
fooliſb : and no doubt it will ſtop the Mouths | 
of Gainſayers, or make them appear fooliſh and 
extravagant in their Oppoſition. See then thatEpb. v. 15. 
ou all walk circumſpecłly, not as Fools but as Wiſe. | 
Exerciſe your ſelves berein daily, to keep Conſciences a8; wav. 
void of Offence toward God and toward Men. Work 16. 
out your Salvation with Fear and Trembling. And Al 12. 


giving all Diligence, add to your Faith, Virtue 48 * 
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and to Virtus, Knowledge ,, and to Knowledge, Tem- xo, ll. fy 


perance; and to Temperance, Patience; and to Pati- 
ence, Godlineſs, and to Godlineſs, Brotherly Kind. 
neſt; and 10 Brotherly Kindneſs, Charity. For if 
theſe Things are in you, and abound, they make you 
that ye ſhall neither be barren, nor unfruitful im 
the Knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. — And if 
ye do theſe Things ye (hall never fall : for ſo an En- 
trance ſhall. be miniftred unto you abundantly, into 
the Everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Cbriſt. And then neither your not having 
nf Baptiſm, nor your failing at your Graves 
ol having the kind and charitable Words ſaid over 
you, which uſe to be. ſaid over Swearers, Drunk- 
ards, Whoremongers and Thieves, ſhall be able to 
keep you out from thence. 


| THESE therefore are the Things we intreat 
you to mind for your _ ſake, and for ours; 
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